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Recent Programming
The first 2020 care package distribution day started
with a bang! Links of Hope partnered with CPL
Foundation, a section of City Pharmacy Limited, to
deliver an additional hygiene supply package to the
LOH families. The CPL nursing team also ran a
community health education event for our Port
Moresby based families. The nurses conducted
activities on proper hand hygiene and teeth brushing
as well as performed basic health checks and
deworming for the adults and kids in attendance.
Recently, LOH received a substantial grant from the
British High Commission in Papua New Guinea. The
funds from the grant will go towards bolstering our
monitoring and evaluation system, staff capacity
development, and outreach efforts. First on the to-do
list, the funds enabled us to issue blankets to all of
the children residing in the Highlands in preparation
for the winter months. We are incredibly thankful to
the British High Commissioner for bestowing us with
this opportunity!
Links of Hope is never complacent with the
circumstances faced by people living with HIV. We
work in many areas of community-based and
national advocacy to better the lives of children
impacted by the HIV epidemic. Our Business
Development Manager sits on PNG’s HIV Technical
Working Group and recently shared a presentation
urging other members to boost efforts to better
support adolescents living with HIV and the
importance of enabling environments for these
young people. We are hoping to develop new
enabling strategies with the TWG in the coming year.

Stay Safe, Stay Well!
This is a hectic time for the world and, unfortunately, no
one is exempt from the effects of COVID-19. We want to
remind our supporters of the importance of good
hygiene and social distancing. We ALL have a part to
play in flattening the curve— stay home when possible,
limit your exposure and ability to transmit, and protect
others. Remember that young adults are just as
vulnerable to the virus as the elderly and are often the
asymptomatic spreaders. Be smart, air on the side of
caution, and help keep your community healthy! Take a
look at this amazing Tok Pisin prevention messaging put
together by the WHO in PNG:

Child Protection
Links of Hope enacted a new Child Protection
Policy in mid-2019. As an organization, protecting
the rights and privacy of the children we work
with is of utmost importance. Part of this includes
holding our sponsors accountable for protecting
the privacy of the children, as well; some key
privacy terms are outlined below and you can see
the full Child Protection Policy document on our
website. If you have any questions, please contact:
development.linksofhope.pg@gmail.com

What Does COVID-19 Mean for LOH?
We are proud to say that as we write this (March 27th) there
has only been one confirmed case of COVID-19 in PNG; that
this person is now recovered and all of their contacts tested
negative. The Government of PNG is taking COVID-19 very
seriously including calling a State of Emergency and
drastically limiting international, domestic, and public
transportation.
Since Links of Hope works with an immunocompromised
population, we have paused our community programming
and urged the LOH families to stay home. Instead, we are
taking Links of Hope virtual! We have established a hotline for
both Port Moresby and Mt. Hagen based families and are
doing weekly check-ins over the phone. When we call, we
repeat messages of social distancing, hygiene, and updates
from the government. Where public transport is not available,
LOH is helping to deliver ARVs (HIV daily medication) and
LOH care packages to the children on our program. The safety
of our staff is also a concern; we have asked all staff members
living with HIV to stay home for the duration and are limiting
other staffs’ exposure in the field. Every day brings a new
challenge, but our dedicated team is working around the clock
to make sure that those most vulnerable do not suffer at the
hands of the pandemic.
Now more than ever, we need your help. We understand that
not only are global healthcare systems suffering, but so is the
economy. As a small community organisation, that means we
are taking a significant hit as sponsors are not able to support
us during these difficult times. However, we also know that
our communities need us now more than ever because health
resources are being reallocated. Please considering making an
additional donation this month or sponsoring a second child.
Every bit counts! https://www.linksofhopepng.com/donate
**An important note to our supporters: if you are ever
contacted by an unfamiliar person or by a non-Links of Hope
e-mail address, claiming to be a representative of Links of
Hope, please contact us before responding. Thank you!
Linksofhope.pg@gmail.com

• A child’s privacy is, for instance, violated by the
production of unauthorised publicity material
(pictures, films, texts, etc.) featuring the boy or
girl; or by presenting sensitive information
within a context that reveals the child’s identity.
• We handle children’s names carefully, especially
in connection with sensitive information
• No label of a child’s health or socioeconomic
status may be assigned to media
If you choose to share information about Links of
Hope or a sponsored child, a good rule of thumb is
to only use pictures where a child is smiling and
leave out any identifying or sensitive facts.
Thank you for helping to protect the children we
work with!

Thank You, Miguel!
Last month, we were privileged to have a visitor from
Spain who volunteered his time with Links of Hope to
produce some new media. Filmmaker Miguel started
with our team in Mt. Hagen where he was able to
shadow uniform distribution, home visits, the hospital
referral process, and even snuck in a trip to Mt. Wilhelm
(the tallest mountain in PNG) with several of our staff.
Miguel then went to Port Moresby where he worked
with our team to understand the sociocultural
challenges plaguing people living with HIV. He visited
the Well Baby Clinic, the Links of Hope Respite Home,
and spent time with some LOH caregivers and children.
We aimed to give him an authentic experience and show
him a glimpse into life in Papua New Guinea.
Watch Miguel’s beautiful films highlighting our work
and please share widely!
https://vimeo.com/mrchallenge/lohpom
https://vimeo.com/mrchallenge/lohmthagen
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